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Poster Submission Guidelines and Form

The National Institute of Justice is pleased to invite submissions for the 2023 NIJ Research
Conference Poster Session. The theme of NIJ's Research Conference is “evidence to action,” and
our goal is to bring researchers and practitioners together to learn about the latest research
evidence and how it can be implemented to promote safety, equity, and justice for all. The
conference’s poster session offers an opportunity for individuals to present research findings
across a wide array of topics relating to public safety and justice system policies and practices
and is not restricted to NIJ grantees. Those submitting abstracts for consideration should make
note of the following:

e Submissions are due Friday, March 10, 2023, at 11:59 p.m. ET.

e Poster space is limited; priority will be given to students and NIJ grantees.

e NI will support the travel costs for up to 20 students whose poster submissions are
accepted.

e Posters must focus on scientific research relevant to criminal or juvenile justice in the
U.S. and may involve social and behavioral, forensic, technology, engineering, or math
sciences.

¢ Given the conference theme of "evidence to action,” NIJ will prioritize submissions that
include a description of the implications of findings for policy and practice.

Presenter Information
name:  Oara E. Walton

Job Title: FOrensic Toxicologist
Center for Forensic Science Research and Education

Affiliation:
emai. S@ra.walton@cfsre.org

Telephone: 219-366-1470

Alex J. Krotulski, Donna M. Papsun, Melissa F. Fogarty, Barry K. Logan

Co-investigators

Are you a student? Yes

Are you a current NIJ grantee? Yes O

If yes, Grant Number: ZOZO'DQ'BX'OOO7




Poster Title

Longitudinal Investigations Involving the Emergence of Novel Psychoactive Substances
(NPS) in the United States

Abstract

Please limit your response to 250 words.

Novel psychoactive substances (NPS) continue to increase in prevalence in the United
States. Constant turnover of these drugs is a concern due to unknown effects and
toxicity. The Center for Forensic Science Research and Education (CFSRE) developed
NPS Discovery, an NIJ funded drug early warning system, in 2018 to streamline the
identification of emerging NPS.

NPS benzodiazepines are the most prevalent subclass of NPS observed in toxicology
samples. In early 2022, an increase in positivity for etizolam and flualprazolam were
observed, often in combination with opioids. Bromazolam has since taken over as the
most prevalent benzodiazepine in late 2022-early 2023. NPS opioids are the second
most prevalent subclass observed. After the rise and fall of fentanyl analogues,
non-fentanyl synthetic opioids have taken over the NPS opioid drug market. Nitazene
analogues are currently the most popular, with N-pyrrolidino metonitazene and
N-pyrrolidino protonitazene newly discovered. NPS stimulant/hallucinogen positivity is
normally linked to one NPS that dominates the market at a time. After eutylone’ s
international control in 2022, the positivity of eutylone dropped significantly, while
N,N-dimethylpentylone is currently the most prevalent in this class. Synthetic
cannabinoids have changed the most in recent years due to a class-wide ban
implemented by China. This ban has caused a significant reduction in positivity in 2022
and 2023. MDMB-4en-PINACA has been the most prevalent synthetic cannabinoid
observed, followed by ADB-BINACA. Emergence and prevalence of NPS vary greatly
and NPS Discovery strives to provide knowledge of changing drug trends and impacts to
laboratories and scientists.




Submissions

Submissions are only accepted electronically. Please send your application to
NIJResearchCon2023 @saxmanone.com

Deadline

All submission forms must be received by Friday, March 10, 2023, at 11:59 pm ET.

Only proposals received by this deadline will be considered. NlJ reserves the right to select
proposals based on their applicability to the field, originality, clarity of purpose, and how well
they complement other presentations and expand on topics featured in the conference.

Final decisions will be made by March 31, 2023.

About the National Institute of Justice

NUJ is the research, development and evaluation agency of the U.S. Department of Justice and
a component of the Office of Justice Programs. NIJ provides objective, independent, and
evidence-based knowledge, and tools to enhance the administration of justice and public
safety.

For More Information Visit

NIJ's 2023 conference web page: https://nij.ojp.gov/conference
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